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oil companies had a record profit-
making quarter. Second, there is $73 
billion in this budget to extend tax 
cuts for millionaires through 2012. I am 
not talking about tax cuts for people 
who make $200,000 a year or $300,000 a 
year. I am talking about for million-
aires, $73 billion. Maybe you think that 
is not so bad, $73 billion for million-
aires, until you realize the rest of the 
story that is contained in this budget. 

In this budget, the President wants 
our veterans to spend as much as $15 
billion more for the health care they 
have been promised. According to 
McClatchy newspapers, this figure 
could be as high as $15 billion. It is at 
least $5 billion for additional enroll-
ment fees in health care and additional 
pharmaceutical costs. Our veterans are 
being given a tax increase. They say it 
is not a tax increase; it is a revenue en-
hancement. This budget is filled with 
revenue enhancements, also known as 
user fees, also known as tax increases. 
So we have a tax cut in this budget for 
the millionaires, and we have taxes 
being raised on our veterans. We also 
have $37.8 billion over 10 years for sen-
iors to increase their Medicare pre-
miums. Tax cuts for the millionaires; 
tax increases for our veterans and sen-
iors. 

Besides the seniors and veterans, who 
else will pay? Our children will pay 
through cuts in the health insurance 
program for children. There may be a 
little more money in this budget, but 
there is not enough money to cover the 
children who currently are covered 
under this program in the United 
States. Missouri is one of those States 
that has a shortfall in funding. If we do 
not fix the President’s budget, we will 
be taking care of the millionaires, and 
tens of thousands of children will be re-
moved from health care rolls in the 
State of Missouri. 

The COPS Program is cut, law en-
forcement. College loan programs are 
cut. 

I have heard in the last couple of 
years in my life the phrase ‘‘support 
our troops’’ as often as I have heard al-
most the words ‘‘good morning.’’ I have 
heard it in this room dozens of times in 
the last few days, as people have ar-
gued about the war in Iraq and said, 
‘‘You are not supporting our troops. 
You have to show that you support our 
troops.’’ 

This budget is the way we show 
whether we support our troops. Sup-
porting our troops is not a phrase for a 
political campaign. It is not something 
to be bandied about to get political ad-
vantage, over which resolution we are 
voting on, or who looks better, the Re-
publicans or the Democrats. It should 
be embodied in what we do as we decide 
the priorities for the money we spend 
on behalf of the American people. 

In this budget, we have said to vet-
erans coming home—and that we are 
talking about veterans under the age of 
65—that they will have to pay more. 
That is being proposed at the same 
time we are walking around here right-

eously indignant that we are not doing 
enough to support our troops. In re-
ality, the veterans of this Nation have 
been losing benefits throughout the 
Iraq war conflict. They have been 
fighting for their health care, fighting 
to see a doctor, and waiting in long 
lines. This budget is an opportunity to 
quit talking the talk and begin to walk 
the walk when it comes to the men and 
women who have put their lives on the 
line for our flag and for the country we 
love. 

There are not very many veterans 
coming home from Iraq who are having 
sleepless nights, worrying about the es-
tate tax on their $10 million estates. 
There are not very many veterans com-
ing home from Iraq who are worried 
about their capital gains tax on a mul-
timillion dollar piece of property or 
their stock portfolio. But there are vet-
erans coming home from Iraq who are 
having sleepless nights about their 
health care, about their children’s 
health care, about their children’s edu-
cation, and about their retirement se-
curity. 

This budget does not reflect that we 
care about those veterans and their 
sleepless nights. Let’s make the phrase 
‘‘support the troops’’ mean something 
other than trying to jockey for posi-
tion in a political game of hardball. 
Let’s get our priorities straight. Let’s 
fix this deeply flawed budget for the 
American people, and let’s begin by 
being honest about the budget. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon is recognized. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. SMITH. Madam President, two of 
my colleagues came to the floor and 
asked that they be recognized. Out of 
courtesy to them, I ask unanimous 
consent that Senator ISAKSON be given 
5 minutes and Senator CHAMBLISS be 
given 5 minutes, and that the time I 
have reserved be retained. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The Senator from Georgia is recog-

nized. 
f 

SCHIP 

Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President, I 
rise to wholeheartedly endorse an 
amendment filed today prior to the 2:30 
deadline, authored by Senator 
CHAMBLISS and coauthored by myself. 
The amendment relates to SCHIP, 
State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, and a crisis that exists right 
now, this minute, in 17 States in the 
United States of America. 

As the occupant of the chair knows, 
SCHIP is a program where our most 
needy children are able to get health 
insurance. It is a 71-percent Federal 
Medicaid match. But unlike Medicaid, 
it is not an entitlement; it is an appro-
priated amount annually that is de-
rived by a formula as the States get 
their benefit. What has happened this 

year is that a number of States, with a 
number of children eligible for the pro-
gram, have run out of their Federal 
match and it is capitated. 

Also, a number of States have a sig-
nificant surplus. What Senator 
CHAMBLISS has proposed, and what I am 
advocating, is an amendment we want 
to propose to the CR which would take 
that amount of surplus SCHIP money 
in States with more than 200 percent of 
their estimated need—take that 
amount above 200 percent and put it 
into a pool and reallocate it to those 
States that are falling short, so that 
through this fiscal year every child in 
America who has been promised chil-
dren’s health insurance can in fact get 
it. 

It doesn’t penalize any State that has 
a surplus because that is money they 
have not and will not use. It doesn’t 
benefit any State who has abused the 
system. It is just that we have a num-
ber of States that have grown rapidly 
in their numbers. In Georgia alone, in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, we 
added 43,000 children immediately into 
our State’s population, most all of 
whom remain today. 

I know the CR amendment tree has 
been filled as of now. The distinguished 
majority leader has filled the tree, so 
there will be no room for amendments 
to the continuing resolution. I intend 
to vote tomorrow for cloture to allow 
us to complete this resolution and con-
tinue appropriations for this year. I 
hope the distinguished majority leader 
will think about the value of saving 
the SCHIP program this year. 

I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD a letter that was 
distributed by the majority leader and 
the Speaker, written to the President 
of the United States, on February 2. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, February 2, 2007. 

The PRESIDENT 
The White House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: We understand you 
plan to submit a request for emergency sup-
plemental appropriations soon, which news 
reports indicate could exceed $100 billion. As 
you consider the emergency needs of our na-
tion, we respectfully request that you not 
forget the millions of low-income Americans 
who are insured under the State Children’s 
Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). We ask 
that you submit a separate spending pro-
posal to cover shortfalls in SCHIP for Fiscal 
Year 2007 which have been estimated to be 
$745 million. Unless we act quickly to pro-
vide additional funds to this important pro-
gram, we are putting the health coverage of 
thousands of Americans in jeopardy. 

As you know, over 46 million Americans 
are without health insurance. We can ill af-
ford to increase the rolls of the uninsured for 
failure to adequately fund a successful and 
efficient insurance program such as SCHIP. 
Yet we know that at least fourteen states 
will face a shortfall of SCHIP funds within 
months. The Governor of Georgia has writ-
ten to us stating that ‘‘It is vitally impor-
tant to our most needy citizens that Con-
gress act expeditiously.’’ 

At the end of the last Congress, we were 
successful in including a provision to avert a 
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